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Spherical Panoramas
by Bruce Henderson

About These Photographs
This photographic exhibit takes 
a playful look at familiar Boulder 
locations by making use of some 
relatively  easy  digital  manipulations.

Each artwork consists first of a 
series of 20-25 photos taken in a 
350-degree arc using a 16mm lens. 
The photos are sewn together to 
make a single panoramic image 
using Adobe Photoshop software.

The panorama then is projected into 
a spherical form through the use 
of Photoshop’s Polar Coordinates 
filter. The filter essentially maps the 
horizontal panorama onto a circle.

The technique is sometimes 
referred to as polar panormama, 
spherical panorama, or, more 
popularly, “Little Planets.”

1. Take a series 
of photographs 
in a 360-degree 
arc.

2. Build a single 
panorma image.

3. Warp the 
horizontal image 
into a spherical 
shape.

Bruce Henderson, who is director of 
communications for the ATLAS Insti-
tute at the University of Colorado, is 
an award-winning photographer who 
has taught digital photo editing at CU 
as  an associate professor of journal-
ism. He also has worked as a photog-
rapher, reporter, designer and editor for numer-
ous newspapers. 

Each photo in this exhibit is $100
bruce@brucehendersonphotography.com


